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necessary order and quiet of the State could not again be
in question. I put the same motives before the officers of
the Squadron. The many points agreed upon between
the Fleet and the 2ist Committee of Delegates were then
gone over, especially that the seamanlike handling of the
ships remained in the hands of the executive officers and
that the Soldiers' Councils were excluded from this. A
question which had not been cleared up was what colours
were to be worn; no naval officers would have gone to
sea under the Red Flag; it was arranged to hoist the
War Ensign, a red emblem was indeed hoisted at the
foremast, but following the motions of the Flagship it was
hauled down. Finally, orders were issued regarding the
dress and conduct of the ships' companies during the run
into the Firth of Forth and about the intercourse on duty
between us and the English naval authorities; in this,
owing to the disapproval of the English side, the Soldiers'
Councils were not to have any part. The German officers
were to reject permission were it proffered to them during
the internment. They were to tell their ships' companies
that I would shield any member of the Squadron, as
Germans, in relation to the English. However, the
officers were ordered to be circumspect towards the men
and abstain from propaganda; this would lead to no
success and only give instigators the opportunity to
agitate against the officers.
After this meeting a similar one of the Soldiers* Council
took place to choose the Squadron delegate, or Head
Soldier Councillor as he called himself later. A head man
and two delegates were chosen. The first had never been
on board a ship before. He must have been smuggled on
board the Flagship by the machinations of the local
revolutionary authorities in Wilhelmshaven with a forged
order from the Admiralty. To understand the ideas